What Documents to Bring When Meeting a South Carolina Estate
Planning Lawyer

The records and information needed to build a complete and accurate estate
plan

Preparing to create an estate plan is easier when a person knows exactly what documents and
information to bring to the first meeting. Estate planning in South Carolina is highly
personalized, and the accuracy of the final plan depends on the quality of the information
provided at the start. A lawyer cannot properly draft a will, trust, power of attorney, or any
other estate planning document without a clear understanding of the client’s assets, debts,
beneficiaries, family structure, and long-term goals.

Most people have never gathered these materials before, so it is normal to feel unsure about
what is needed. A Lexington estate planning lawyer uses this information to create documents

that reflect the person’s wishes, comply with South Carolina law, and work together without
conflicts. Bringing the right paperwork ensures a smoother process, fewer follow-up questions,
and a plan that functions properly when it matters most.

Why these documents matter

Every part of an estate plan is tied to the information provided during the initial consultation.
The lawyer must know who will receive assets, who will manage financial and medical decisions
if the person becomes incapacitated, and what property must be distributed. Without
documentation, the lawyer is forced to rely on memory or rough estimates, which can lead to
errors or omissions later.

Additionally, estate plans are legal instruments. They must coordinate with titles, deeds,
beneficiary designations, and financial account structures. Bringing clear and up-to-date
documents allows the lawyer to confirm ownership, verify asset values, and determine whether
additional planning tools are necessary.

The more complete the information, the more tailored, efficient, and reliable the final estate
plan will be.

The essential documents and information to bring

Before reviewing the list, it is important to understand the purpose behind gathering this
material. Estate planning is not simply about deciding where assets go. It involves identifying
who will step into decision-making roles, how property is owned, whether probate will be
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required, and what protections may be needed for children or vulnerable beneficiaries. Each
document provides another piece of the legal picture.

Below are the categories of documents and information South Carolina families should gather
before meeting with an estate planning lawyer.

Identification and personal information

These documents confirm identity, family relationships, and basic personal data needed to
draft legal documents accurately. They include:

e Driver’s license or state ID

e Names and birthdates of all immediate family members

e Marriage certificates or divorce decrees

e Names of proposed executors, trustees, guardians, and agents for powers of attorney

This information ensures that the lawyer uses correct legal names, establishes family status,
and minimizes the risk of ambiguity in the final documents.

Asset documentation

Assets determine what the estate plan must control, protect, or distribute. Bringing
documentation helps the lawyer confirm ownership and avoid drafting documents that conflict
with existing account structures. Examples of asset documentation include:

e Bank account statements (checking, savings, CDs)

e Investment account statements

e Retirement plans and pensions (401(k), IRA, TSP)

e Life insurance policies

e Real estate deeds or property tax statements

e Business ownership records (LLC, partnership, corporation)
e Vehicle and boat titles

e Personal property lists (jewelry, collectibles, heirlooms)

Knowing what a person owns helps the lawyer determine whether a will, a trust, or a
combination of tools is most appropriate.

Liabilities and financial obligations

Debts affect how assets pass to beneficiaries and whether probate delays may occur. You may
need:

e Mortgage statements
e Loan documents (auto, student, personal)



e Credit card balances
e Alimony or child support obligations

Debt does not prevent someone from creating an estate plan, but it informs how distributions
should be structured.

Existing legal documents

Many people already have older documents, even if they have not reviewed them for years.
These must be brought to the meeting so the lawyer can determine whether they need revision
or replacement. Be sure to bring any:

e Old wills or trusts

e Previous powers of attorney or health care directives

e Prenuptial or postnuptial agreements

e Buy-sell agreements or business succession documents
e Prior estate planning worksheets or notes

Even outdated documents provide valuable insight into past decisions and intentions.
Beneficiary designations

Certain assets pass outside the will, making beneficiary designations a critical part of estate
planning. Documentation may include:

e Beneficiary forms for life insurance
e Retirement account beneficiary statements
e Payable-on-death (POD) and transfer-on-death (TOD) designations

A Lexington estate planning lawyer must review these to ensure they align with the rest of the
plan. Conflicts between documents can cause costly disputes or unintended outcomes.

Medical and end-of-life preferences

Estate planning gives people control over their medical care when they cannot communicate
for themselves. Bringing these details helps the lawyer draft clear instructions on:

e Preferences for life-sustaining treatment
e Organ donation intentions

e Religious or cultural considerations

e Long-term care concerns or diagnoses

These details guide the creation of a health care power of attorney and living will that
accurately reflect the person’s wishes.
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Information about children and dependents

Families with children, blended families, or loved ones with disabilities require additional
planning considerations. Your lawyer will need:

e Names and ages of all children

e Names of proposed guardians

e Special needs or disability information

e Information regarding concerns about spending, protection, or oversight

This information helps determine whether guardianship documents, a Kids’ Protection Plan, or

a special needs trust is necessary.
Why it helps to prepare before the first meeting

Bringing these documents does more than save time. It allows the lawyer to provide precise
recommendations during the very first appointment. When the lawyer can review real
documents rather than rely on estimates, they can:

e Identify gaps in ownership or beneficiary designations

e Determine whether probate avoidance strategies are appropriate

e Recommend the right combination of wills, trusts, and powers of attorney
e Build a plan customized to the family’s financial and personal realities

e Prevent conflicts, contradictions, and overlooked assets

Most importantly, preparation gives the family confidence. They walk into the meeting knowing
the lawyer has everything needed to create a comprehensive and legally sound plan.

Start your estate plan with confidence

Organizing all of this information alone can feel overwhelming, especially when it involves
multiple accounts, older paperwork, property records, or blended-family concerns. A Lexington
estate planning lawyer helps make sense of it by reviewing which documents are actually
relevant, identifying any missing information, and interpreting titles, deeds, and beneficiary
forms that may affect how the plan is structured.

With clear guidance, families also gain strategies for simplifying asset ownership and resolving
conflicts between existing records and future wishes. The lawyer explains how each document
works within the broader estate plan so that everything functions together rather than as
disconnected pieces of paper. Estate planning becomes far easier when an experienced
attorney takes the lead, organizes the details, and ensures that nothing important is
overlooked.
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If it is time to create or update an estate plan, gathering these documents is the best first step.
Johnson + Johnson Attorneys at Law helps families in Lexington and throughout South Carolina
build clear, legally effective plans that protect loved ones and reflect personal wishes.

Their team provides practical guidance, reviews all necessary paperwork, and ensures that
every document in the final plan works together exactly as it should. To schedule a consultation
and begin building a plan with confidence, contact us today.
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